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Grant Through the Years

4th of July, 1884 - Grant, MI
The 4th of July celebration at this place passed off very quietly and
was attended by some 2,000 people, four hundred of whom came
from Newaygo. The crowd commenced arriving as early as 8
o’clock and about 9:00 proceeded to the lake while the exercises
of the day were held consisting of the reading of the Declaration
of Independence and an oration delivered by Rev. J. A. Grice, of
Bailey. The speaker traced the history of our country from its discovery in 1492 down to the present time. He briefly discussed the
causes which led to the Revolutionary War and paid an eloquent
tribute of respect to the brave boys who fought, bled and died in
order that we might enjoy all the blessings of freedom which resulted therefrom. He predicted that the present century would see
the ballot placed in the hands of the women of our land, thus living up the Declaration of Independence when it declares that
“taxation without representation is tyranny”. They are now taxed,
but allowed no voice in the management of public affairs. Such a
state of things should not exist in our land, where all are created
equal.
His remarks were well received, and breathed a true spirit of
patriotism.
The “horrible” attracted considerable attention and succeeded in
pleasing the little folks as well as a few older ones. This part of
celebrations is a farce and the sooner done away with the better.
The Newaygo Band arrived on the 2 o’clock train and furnished
the people with some fine music, which was fully appreciated by
the people, if not by the managers
The sports consisted of jumping, foot-races, three-legged race,
sack race and slow horse race, all being witnessed by a large
crowd and participated in by only a few. All proved interesting to
the sporting public.
It is roughly estimated that there was a lemonade stand to every
one-hundred people, and the only song which reached the ears of
a waiting public during the entire day, was “lemo!, lemo! cold and
sweet,” when in fact the most of the same was made of lake water
and contained about three lemons and an ounce of sugar to the
barrel. Thus were the people furnished with a delicious drink at a
low figure.
Drunken men and boys were quite numerous and the general inquiry as to who furnished the liquor, will be answered in the near
future.
On the morning of the 4th two men who were firing the anvil, received a severe scorching on face and hands which will lay them
up for a few days. This was the only accident of the day. The
dancing halls were well patronized and the young people seemed
to enjoy themselves immensely.
This was our National birthday celebrated and our people have
again taken up the regular duties of life with a firmer determination to help make this government what the signers of the Declaration of Independence intended it should be, “of the people, for
the people and by the people.”
\
- Newaygo Tribune, July 9, 1884

From the photo collection of Al Nixon

Store Fronts, Henderson's in Background

O.R. Saur Store, Drug Store

Kroger, Pollard's Ice Cream, 5c to $1, Post Office
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E. H. LeMire
Gets Modern Soda Fountain

12 Quarterline Rd
P.O. Box 361
Newaygo, MI 49337

White Cloud now has got one of the latest
and most up-to-date models of soda fountains that is built. Installation of this fountain in E. H. LeMire’s drug store was started
Monday and was ready for operation yesterday.

April thru October
Tuesday - Saturday
11:00 am - 4:00 pm

It is an entirely new outfit with a beautiful
counter 14 feet long and ice cream compartments of 70-gallon capacity, with nine containers for syrups or flavors

Memorial Day & Labor Day
Weekends Only
Sunday 11:00 - 4:00 pm

The two refrigerating units have been installed in a small basement which has been
constructed beneath the fountain. This electrically operated outfit is known as a dry expansion cooling system. The fountain is an
elaborate one which will not often be found
in towns as small as White Cloud,

Phone
231-652-5003

- White Cloud Eagle, January 19, 1939

Website
newaygocountyhistory.org
Email
museum@
newaygocountyhistory.org

Newaygo County History
newsletter is part of our mission to collect,
preserve, and share Newaygo County history.
The Newaygo County Museum and Heritage Center is made possible by the gifts
of individual donors, businesses, in-kind
gifts, and by the generous support of the
Fremont Area Community Foundation.
Field Trip transportation for Newaygo
County elementary students is funded by
the Gerber Foundation.
Ancestrylibrary.com is provided by the
Arthur Christian Nelsen & Virginia
Faith Nelsen Fund of InFaith Community Foundation.
Select equipment has been provided by
the Great Lakes Energy People Fund.
(Support the People Fund by rounding up
your bill!)

AETNA PICNIC BIG SUCCESS
Farmers and City Folks
Mingled for Good Time
The Big Picnic held Tuesday by the Aetna
Farmers Club at Riverside Park located one
half mile north of Aetna on the banks of
White River was a big picnic in every sense.
The Board of Trade of Fremont and White
Cloud assisted the club in making it an unusually successful affair.
However the club should not be slighted in
commendation for making it a success, as
every detail had been attended to by its
members.
This was the first time a picnic of that kind
had been held at that place, which by the
way is a beauty spot where a picnic can be
thoroughly enjoyed.
A new well had been drilled for the occasion, swings had been erected for the children. A shooting gallery was in operation
for those who like that kind of amusement.
A band was centrally located in a valley of
the White River so situated that the audience
could sit comfortably on the banks, extending far above, and listen.
White Cloud was well represented at this
function, there being about a dozen auto
loads that went out from here. Our board of
trade had hired the Erickson Family band to
dispense music, and an orchestra composed
of Mr. and Mrs. G.W. Pierce, Clyde Branch
and Clifford Branch helped fill in the program in the afternoon.
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The morning program was devoted to athletic sports. The $5.00 prize for the largest
family present was divided between Fred M.
Gould and John Inman, there being nine
members in each family.
The afternoon program was opened with an
invocation by Rev. J. F. Bowerman of
Fremont, Song- Ed Warren of Fremont,
Reading- Mrs. Ed Warren. Talks were then
given by Joseph Gerber of Fremont, C. E.
Morris of White Cloud, and Phil Fry of
Fremont.
Reading by Ed Warren of
Fremont.
This was followed by talks by C. A. Spaulding of East Lansing, R. J. Baldwin of East
Lansing, Dr. Eben Mumford of East Lansing, and County Agent H. B, Blandford.
The ball game between Aetna and Wooster
resulted in a victory for Aetna, score 11-10
in 12 innings.
One motto over the speakers' stand read:
"Get acquainted with your neighbor. You
may like him."
If this motto be seriously considered, it
would make next year's picnic an even
greater success from an attendance standpoint although there were probably 300 or
400 there Tuesday.
- White Cloud Eagle , August 17, 1916
Aetna corner is situated at M-20 (between White
Cloud and Hesperia) on the border of Lincoln
and Denver Townships.

Heritage Speaker Series
3rd Wednesday of the Month

July 19 - Elon Howe
Mason to Fiddle Maker
August 16 - Dave Dougan
Market Memories
September 20 - T.B.A.
Free Admission
Doors Open at 5:30 pm
Speaker Begins at 6:30 pm
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We spent two and one half days at the
dig sites carefully removing and sifting
layers of soil, and packaging and labeling the items found. When we finished
digging we had to fill the holes and
clean up the area, and pack our tools.

We’ve just completed our fourth summer of Archaeology Camp.
Our program is one of the few youth archaeology programs in
Michigan in which National Forest Service archaeologists teach
authentic dig techniques and handling of artifacts to youngsters.

Orientation

We started with an orientation
session by Huron-Manistee National Forest Service archaeologists. Included was a flint knapping
demonstration by Scott Fessenden
to show us how Native Americans
made their arrowheads.
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Carefully we Dig

Sifting the Soil

We visited a local farmer who took us
out to the corn field where he had
found many arrowheads over the
years. We carefully walked his field,
looking for arrowheads and shards.
We did find shards but no arrowheads.

Researching our Finds

Seeking Arrowheads

The remainder of our time was spent at
the Museum and Heritage Center doing
research on our finds, writing labels,
and creating exhibits for our Archaeology Fair on Friday.

This year, four landowners in Grant
Township provided dig sites near
Rice Lake. Native Americans once
camped here during their annual
rice harvest. A local farmer visited
us at the site and told how Rice
Lake was drained for farming.

Exhibit Creation

Sixty guests joined us at
our Archaeology Fair to
see our exhibits and learn
about our experience.
Archaeology Fair a Success!

THANK YOU!!

1880 - Rice Lake

Because this is an authentic
dig experience, each unit is
carefully measured and it’s
coordinates are recorded, so
that any artifacts found
here can be pinpointed to
this specific location.
Learning Unit Layout

2017 Junior Archaeologists & Volunteers
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GEORGE BAARS BUYS EAGLE DRUG STORE
Local Young Man Acquired Ownership of
Drug Stock Friday – Angus Stewart Retires
George Baars, who has been the pharmacist at the Eagle Drug
Store for some time past, has purchased the business of Angus
Stewart, the transaction for the transfer of the stock being closed
last Friday. Mr. Stewart has been the owner of the store for nearly
twenty years and retires now to be free from business responsibilities.
Mr. Baars’ connection with
the business has made
many friends for the Eagle
Drug Store. He has grown
up in this community and
all who know him admire
his fine character, his industry and progressive
spirit. He is a graduate of
the Fremont high school;
he worked in the drug store to acquire a knowledge of pharmacy.
After graduating from the high school he attended the Ferris Institute and graduated from the pharmacy department of that institution. After leaving the Ferris school he had charge for six months
of the Third Street Drug Store, Muskegon, owned by Heeres Bros.
of that city.
Eagle Drug Store, later named Baars Drugs
Mr. Baars was in the
government
service
for thirteen months
during the war, being
in the Medical Corps.
During much of the
influenza epidemic he
served in Base Hospital No. 5, New York,
and was then sent to
France
where
he
served in different
hospitals under government supervision.
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How to Use the Telephone
How to Speak - Speak slowly and clear ly in an or dinary tone
of voice directly into the telephone with the lips just clearing the
mouthpiece.
Using the Dial - The dial is the movable disc having ten circular
openings. Each opening has a single number beneath it. To dial one of these single
numbers, for example 6, place the finger in
the circular opening having the number 6
beneath it and, with the finger in the opening, turn the dial around until the finger
strikes the metal stop-then remove the finger
and allow the dial to turn back to its original
position AT ITS OWN SPEED. Helping or
hindering the return of the dial may cause a
wrong number to be reached.
Special Instructions to Party Line Customers - All telephones
have numbers with the second and third numerals alike are on the
same line. Party line customers should listen for the dial tone before dialing, and if it is not heard, inquire if the line is in use. If
you hear successive clicks when you are preparing to dial, it indicates that another customer is using the line. Remember never to
dial until you hear the continuous dial tone.
To call another party on your line, dial the directory number, then
hang up your receiver and wait a reasonable time until your party
has been given an opportunity to answer-then take up your receiver and begin talking. If the called party does not answer it will be
necessary to disconnect the call by hanging up your receiver.
- 1946 Hesperia Telephone Book
OTIA FAIR MET WITH USUAL BIG SUCCESS
The Thirteenth Annual Otia Fair was held at Brohman September
12, under the able management of our new President Mrs. E. W.
Cantrell and members of the Fair board.
The cold and cloudy weather made the success of the fair look
doubtful but the people just could not keep away and the usual attendance was present.
The vegetable and field crop exhibit was as fine as in other years, also the display in Fancy
Work, Flowers, Canned Fruit, Domestic Economy, etc. The poultry exhibit was larger than
usual, showing the interest taken in chickens
in this vicinity.

Mr. Baars’ integrity
and industry ensure
him success in his new
venture.
Mr. Stewart expects to leave soon for Florida to spend the remainder of the winter and will probably visit the west and northwest
next summer and fall. He will continue, however, to make
Fremont his home.
- Fremont Times Indicator Jan. 15, 1920
NCMHC Research Dept. – George Baars was the son of Abraham
Baars and Susan Meyers. His siblings were Cassius, Joseph and
Abraham. He married Reka Wever of Fremont. Baars died May
2, 1931 at age 35. His brother, Abe Jr., assumed management of
the store, owned by Reka, in July of this same year.

The booths were decorated in a most attractive
manner. The townships represented were Monroe, Beaver, Troy,
Lilley, Grant, Lincoln, Wilcox, Home, Big Prairie and Everett.
We wish to thank all who helped make the Fair a success and especially Mr. Greening of Bitely who gave an inspiring talk on
Conservation, The Growing of Flowers, Trees, etc. We also thank
Mrs. Greenlease and son and Mrs. Sailors for the fine music rendered and E. Brohman for his large collection of antique weapons,
among them relics of the Civil War, guns, swords, pistols, bayonets, Zulu war club, etc.
Otia Fair Board

- White Cloud Eagle Sept 17, 1925
(Note: Otia was located in Merrill Township)
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WOMEN IN TROUSERS
No, there is no satire in that heading. It is the cold, logical truth
which we must face-and that probably very soon.
In Europe the women are doing men’s work while the men are
at front smashing their enemies. It is a necessity which they
may not shirk and which they do not want to shirk. The skirt is
a serious obstacle to the proper performance of these duties,
hence the skirt has been discarded and is replaced by the masculine trousers.
If this war lasts for a year or two longer-and wise men declare it
will- then the women of our country will be performing the
tasks of our own men who are sent to the trenches.
It is quite within the bounds of possibility, even probability that
our army will be increased to five or ten million men, and in
such event millions of women must go into the shops, the factories, and the fields – wherever a man has been taken away and
there is no other to take his place.
Sane people of both sexes will welcome the adoption of any
garment that will aid them in their duties and make life less irksome for them.
A few senseless prudes will of course be horrified, but the
prudes have not made the world, have been of little benefit to it,
and they will not end it.
Women in trousers are inevitable. It must come. And the sooner we become reconciled to the thought the easier it will be for
those upon whom necessity forces the innovation.
- Newaygo Republican, July 12, 1917

- Newaygo Republican, September 26, 1935

Ladies’ Home Journal, Sept. 1917.

“We Are Still Here “

Newaygo County History & Biographies, Vol. 2

Native Circle Gathering

Collect your family tree, traditions,
milestones, and photos, to include in your
800 word family history.

in Brooks Park, Downtown Newaygo
September 23 & 24, 2017

Deadline October 31, 2017
newaygocountyhistory.org/book-project
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Claud Crawford, WWI Veteran

years from 1909-1917; many were donated to the Museum and
Heritage Center.

Claud Crawford, born August 24, 1894, was the son of Holly
Fayette and Lillian (Rull) Crawford. The couple lived in the Sitka
area when first married. Fayette was a musician and active in the
Sitka band as well as the Ashland Center and Grange. He encouraged Claud to play drums and at age ten, he began playing in the
Grant Band. Claud’s siblings were Eleanor, Rebecca and Lewis D.

There are two themes, holiday and those of his WWI training and
active duty involvement. Shown in some postcards are European
war scenes, landscape, and a souvenir folder showing various photos of the U.S.S. Mobile.

Fayette, at one time, owned forty
acres of land in the Grant area. He
was a farmer and later the executive
secretary of the Grant Canning Factory. Sons Claud and Lewis helped
with telephone installations; Claud
focused on construction and line repair. The family lived in the village
of Grant for a while after that.
Claud was also known as “Sam” for
Sam Crawford who was the outfielder for the Detroit Tigers baseball
team. Local opinion was he could
have played professional baseball.
He played ball for Grant and occasionally Newaygo, Fremont, etc.
This was in the days when every small town had a baseball team.
Claud played on a team which won the state tournament in Grand
Rapids. He also belonged to the championship team that played
all over France and Germany representing the American Army
overseas after World War I.
While a bookkeeper at the H J Heinz Company in Grant, he enlisted in the army on April 27, 1918 and left to attend the training
center in Battle Creek, Michigan. Sailing to Europe on the Carmania, July 22, 1918, he served as a corporal with Company A, 337 th
Infantry and returned home from France on the U.S.S. Mobile, released August 4, 1919 from Company E, 47 th Infantry.
Claud kept postcards written to him from his family during the

Benefits:









Following World War I, he worked as an electrician in the Dodge
Plant in Detroit but returned to farming in Grant. However, when
the R.E.A. came into existence and the Consumers Power Company began to expand their services, he rented his farm for nearly
five years and began wiring houses, barns and other buildings,
helping to provide needed electricity to farm homes, etc., all
through Newaygo County and the surrounding area. For some
time he was the only
electrician who had a
state license.

Claud’s homeward bound ship.
1974 and Claud died July 19, 1991.

In addition to a love of
baseball, he used his musical talent playing with
his father and also for orchestras that were in demand for dances. Claud
married Neva Patterson
of White Cloud; the couple had no children. Neva died September 23,

Lillian and Holly Fayette with sons Claud (by Fayette) and Lewis
(by Lillian) in their military uniforms. Lewis served as Private
First Class in the Ambulance Company 318, 305 Sanitary Train.
He departed on the Rotterdam from France back to the United
States May 20, 1919.
Compiled by Toni Rumsey, NCMHC Research Dept. Sources: “The
Grant Area” 1979; Ancestry Library Edition; and the NCMHC archives.

Decrease the amount of ultraviolet light exposure to artifacts
Lower energy costs
Reduce bulb replacement expense
Remove glare on glass cases
Highlight specific artifacts within an exhibit
Create a calmer environment for education programs
Enhance the overall visitor experience

$150 for one track with 3 lights.

$30 for individual lights to add to tracks. Goal: $6,000

Deadline: September 15, 2017
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Greetings!
Hope you are all having a fantastic summer! Daily, we are encouraged by the
number of visitors who have recently discovered the Museum and Heritage
Center. Newaygo County has a bountiful history full of unique people, places,
and topics. Interest in local history appears to be on the upswing as “baby
boomers” desire to connect with their past.
The deadline for submitting your family stories for publication in the Newaygo
County History & Biographies, Vol. 2, is October 31. Don’t let this opportunity
pass! Use family get-togethers to collect family traditions, memories, milestones, and photos. Find more at: newaygocountyhistory.org/book-project
If you’ve been meaning to stop in, this might be a good time, as 2018 exhibits
are in the planning. This will be the last chance to see the Gangsters & Bootleggers exhibit as well as Gerber’s Pea Story.
Thank you, once again, for helping us to purchase new chairs last summer.
They have made a tremendous difference in our ability to use our backroom
more fully. Thank you, thank you, thank you! (We love them! They are comfortable, sturdy, and they stack!) THANK YOU!
Our challenge this summer: Raise $6,000 by September 15, 2017 to replace
the florescent lights in the exhibit gallery with L.E.D. track lighting. Having
seen the dramatic improvement which L.E.D. lights have made in the parlor
and the Gerber exhibit, we are, dare I say, electrified to think of the difference
it will make throughout the whole exhibit gallery! (Your gift will also count toward the $20,000 we need to secure our $10,000 matching grant for operations
from the Fremont Area Community Foundation.) Thank you!
Mark your calendar for the 2nd Annual Native Gathering on September 23 &
24th, in Brooks Park across from the Museum and Heritage Center. More
speakers and more demonstration of traditional Native Skills. All are welcome!
Your history is our mission and we want to continue to work toward creating
a showcase for that history that you can be proud of!
Thank you for your support!
In appreciation,
Roxanne
Newaygo Republican, July 18, 1874

Yes! Here is my/our gift to help purchase L.E.D. TRACK LIGHTING for the exhibit gallery.
This gift will count toward our $10,000 MATCHING GRANT from the Fremont Area Community Foundation.
Enclosed is my/our gift of: ____ $30 ___$75 ___$150

___ $300 ___ $450

Other: __________

Ck# _____________

Name(s): ______________________________________________________________________ _____________________________________________________________
Address: ___________________________________________________________________________ City: ____________________________ Zip:____________________
Phone: ________________________________________________________________ Email: _________________________________________________________________

Track-light Fundraiser Deadline: September 15, 2017

Please mail to: NCMHC P.O. Box 361, Newaygo, MI 49337 - Donate online at: newaygocountyhistory.org
Your history is our mission! - Thank you for your support!

P.O. Box 361
Newaygo, MI 49337

The Newaygo County Museum and Heritage Center is made possible by the contributions of individuals, businesses, the Fremont
Area Community Foundation The Gerber Foundation, and the
City of Newaygo.

Thank you!

OPEN TUESDAY - SATURDAY
11:00 AM - 4:00 PM
Memorial & Labor Day Weekends
Sunday 11:00 am - 4:00 pm
12 Quarterline Road, Newaygo, MI 49337

