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Local News

NEWAYGO COUNTY MUSEUM
AND HERITAGE CENTER
12 Quarterline Rd
Newaygo, MI 49337
April thru October
Wednesday - Saturday
11:00 am - 4:00 pm

Research Room
November thru March
Open by Appointment
Phone
231-652-5003
Website
newaygocountyhistory.org
Email
museum@
newaygocountyhistory.org
The Newaygo County History
newsletter is part of our mission to
collect, preserve, and share
Newaygo County history.

Find us on Facebook at:
facebook.com/newaygocountymuseum
The Newaygo County Museum and Heritage Center is made possible by the gifts
of individual donors, business sponsorships, in-kind gifts, and by the generous
support of the Fremont Area Community
Foundation.
Field Trip transportation for Newaygo
County elementary students is funded by
the Gerber Foundation.
Select equipment provided by the People
Fund at Great Lakes Energy. (Support
the People Fund by rounding up your
bill!)
Ancestrylibrary.com is provided by the
Arthur Christian Nelsen & Virginia Faith
Nelsen Fund of InFaith Community Foundation.
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HESS LAKE

RUNAWAY STAGE COACH

Kaufmann’s Marquee presented its closing
dance of the season on Labor Day evening.
The largest crowd of the entire summer attended and all had a most enjoyable time at
this ever increasing popular resort. Favors
in the shape of horns were given to the patrons during a dance, affording amusement
for all. As a fit closing, Wild’s orchestra
played “The End of a Perfect Day” and
“Auld Lang Syne” after which Mr. Kaufman led the dancers in three rousing cheers
for the orchestra, which has already been
engaged for next summer. The Marquee
will re-open the first Saturday in June 1923.
- Newaygo Republican Sept. 7, 1922

The passengers on board the stage coming
from Howard City to Newaygo yesterday
evening probably had enough of fast riding,
the horses running away three times between Howard and Croton – on the first two
occasions without causing damage.
The third runaway took place about three
miles above Croton, and did not end so fortunately – it resulting in the breakage of the
sleighs, the quite serious injury of the driver, John B. Gooderich, and the general
shaking up of the passengers, among whom
were Mrs. Daniel Lavery of this village,
West Barry of Howard, and Robert Fox of
Stearns Prairie.
We understand the passengers walked into
Croton, at which place the fractious team
which had caused the trouble were attached
to another vehicle and driven through to this
village by Mr. F. Hunter of Croton, arriving
about two hours late.
The passengers escaped without injury. Of
the nature of Mr. Gooderich’s injuries we
are uninformed, save that they were so serious as to prevent his driving through..
- Newaygo Republican, Feb. 7, 1872

DENVER TOWNSHIP
The Huber school house has been newly
painted both inside and outside, the work being done by Ray Gillett and Otice Wright
- Hesperia Union, September 3, 1914

WOOSTER
School was closed for potato digging last
week and the pupils enjoyed a vacation from
their studies. In spite of the rain which came
so frequently, many bushels of potatoes
were dug. It seems to be a good crop and we
hope to send France some, while the Germans look on enviously. Wouldn’t it be
fun?
George Rottman was examined at White
Cloud Wednesday and passed, as everyone
does there. Perhaps there were more from
Wooster but we didn’t hear about it. It surely begins to look as if everyone would be
needed to lick Kaiser Bill.
Mr. George VanOs was home from Camp
Custer Sunday. He is one of those who say,
“No snap, but we like it.”
Roy Splitstone has had a Monitor furnace installed in his home.
Mr. G. J. Breuker had what might have been
a serious accident last Sunday when his Saxon Six slipped off the road into the ditch below Powers Hill on the East Stone Road.
Luckily, no one was injured.
- Fremont Times Indicator, Oct. 25, 1917

FREMONT
Dr. Burnett, the well-known dentist, is at the
St. Charles, prepared to furnish the whalebone adjustable plates, warranted to fit the
most difficult mouth.

-Fremont Indicator, January 14, 1880

NOTICE - Will the party that has our
coal fork please return it at once, as we
need it.
Grant Lumber and Fuel Co.
- Grant Herald-Independent
Oct 21 1937
Hesperia Union June 8, 1917
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Native Cultural Gathering
From southern Michigan to Sault Ste. Marie, people arrived to celebrate the Native
Cultural Gathering on September 23 & 24.
On Friday, over 280 fourth and fifth graders from Newaygo and Fremont elementary schools toured different stations
throughout the Museum
and Heritage Center.
They saw the construction of the cedar bark wigwam, moccasins
being stitched, dolls appearing from corn
husks, and the amazing designs made with
porcupine quills on birch bark baskets.
They saw plants used for simple medicines
and watched traditional dancing.
Adults, young and old, who sought to connect with their
Native Heritage listened intently to knowledgeable speakers
who told about the treaties which caused the relocation of
many people. They also learned details about the boarding
school in Mt. Pleasant where Indian children were sent to be assimilated.
They were introduced to the holistic understanding of those whose lives were
sustained by the plants and animals provided by the Creator, and the importance
of expressing gratitude while harvesting
only what was necessary for food, clothing, shelter, and medicine.
Our own Nancy Fuchs read “Letters to My
Sister from Rice Camp,” her experience of
harvesting wild rice in the same manner as
her ancestors had for thousands of years.
Mr. Paquin shared knowledge of nature
and humor as eleven adults worked to manipulate birch bark and spruce root into a
beautiful and useable basket.
Thank you to our Native Circle for coordinating this event, to our Education Team for making arrangements for the students, and to everyone who participated. Megwich! (Thank you!)

It all began on August 1st, at the site of the old Pleasant
Valley School at 8 Mile Rd. and Oak St., in Everett Township. We were on an adventure, hoping to find evidence left
by the children during the late 1800s to the 1950s.
Huron-Manistee National Forest Service Archaeologist,
Russ Snyder, conducted the orientation showing us how to
dig for treasure like a real archaeologist!
“To dig a controlled site, measure out a
square meter, remove and set aside the
sod, and then carefully dig 10 centimeters
and sift; working one level at a time”
If we found a human made item, we recorded what it was, what level in the hole
it was found at, and then packaged it to
research later and use in our exhibit.
As we filled our shaking trays to sift the
contents of each level, we began to find
things…a broken glass plate, slate, coal,
nails...as we continued we found more...a
piece of a plastic barrette from the 1950s,
a metal toy car, and even a clam shell that
had uniform holes all over it - a sure sign
that it had been used to make buttons!
We learned that after the school had
closed, it had probably been used as a dump site in the
1970s because we found aluminum cans, too.
One day, after we had returned to the Museum and Heritage Center, we had a visit from two people who actually
went to this school when they were kids! They told us about
the games they used to play, what they ate, and what their
classes (and teachers) were like, and many other things
about growing up back then.
After we had finished digging
and sifting on our last morning at
the school, we had to fill in the
holes, put the sod back, and pack
up our tools.
We researched the items we had
found to make an exhibit for the
Archaeology Fair on Friday. We
used the computers in the Research Room at the Museum and Heritage Center to find information on our treasures and worked together to create
our displays.
Mr. Snyder gave us a mini-workshop on reading a Newaygo
County map. We learned about the markings and what the
numbers along the edges are used for.
We shared our exhibits with our parents, grandparents, and
others who came to see what we had been doing all week.
We all agreed that archaeology was a fun way to learn about
the past!
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Earliest Schools - Excerpts From

1901 Commencement Speech
by John S. Pitwood
“There are no records of our school
prior to the year 1871, and I have had
to depend on some of the oldest settlers for all reminiscences before that
time. The first school taught in the village was in the summer of 1851…”
“The school was held in the second
story of John A. Broooks’ store, which
is still standing near the residence of
Dr. Flora, being now owned by the
Swedish Lutheran church...Fifteen
children were enrolled...”
“The next school was held in a roughly erected building nearly opposite the
Congregational church….This building was used for school and church
duties for may years.”
“Saluted by the title of teacher...in addition to her regular school duties she
was required by the school board to
sweep and to prepare the room for
meeting on Sunday”
“It was at this time, 1854, that John
Brooks, Sr. and Sarrell Wood platted
the village, also that our friend, Dr.
J.F.A. Raider, professor of penmanship, gave lessons in the wielding of
the goose-quill.”
“The first school house was built in

1856 on the lots now owned by James
Herron and Peter Grover….The school
increased so rapidly it became necessary to enlarge the building.”

“In 1867, the school board, wishing to
raise the standard of our school,
bought a block on the hill and erected
the present schoolhouse. “
“In the summer of 1888 an addition
was built and the upper room finished
for the principal room. The next year
it was necessary to finish the lower
room and a sixth department was added.”
“Before you is the graduating class of
1901...The Newaygo school has
grown from the modest beginning in
pioneer days of one teacher and 15 pupils to seven teachers and 377 pupils,
not including 18 foreign scholars. Its
good influence is felt not only in our
quiet village, but in various parts of

Oct/Nov/Dec 2016

this state and other states.”
“Sixty years have changed Newaygo
from a forest. She has borne prosperity
and reverses, passed through the firey
furnace, but today is a prosperous and
flourishing village…It is hoped that
the school established by the founders
of our village, nourished by several
generations of patriotic citizens, may
be cherished in the future as in the
past, for education is the safeguard of
a free state.”

The years pass, and a new school
is built on the hill...
The school board has recently disposed of
the old school building to Myers &
Vriedeveld of Fremont for $810. Work of
razing the building will begin immediately
following the close of the school year and,
under the contract, must be completed by
August 15. The wreckers are required to
remove all rubbish and fill the pit to within one foot of the top.
- Newaygo Republican, June 3, 1926

hallowe’en
In memory I recall some scenes
Of those good old-fashioned Hallowe’ens,
And some of the tricks we used to play,
On Hallowe’en of yesterday.
We bobbed for apples and other games
Of which I now, forget the names.
But after folks had gone to bed,
Out we sneaked - joined Slim and Red,
Rosined string through an old, tin can
Attached to a house, or some other plan,
Would bring somebody to the door,
Or “horse-filddle” noises would surely score.
Once we forgot the Golden Rule
And put Brown’s cow in our one room school,
Got caught, and then, in deep disgrace,
We had to clean and mop the place.

And once, I remember we worked real hard
And upset the “plumbing “ in smith’s backyard.
That was a dirty trick to play,
Very few such houses around today.
One trick we did made folks real sore.
Put Widow Jane’s gate on the grocery store.
Up on the roof, where all could see.
The thought of it now, brings regrets to me.
They talk ‘bout teenagers of today,
When from that “narrow path” they stray,
But we were not angels away back then,
But most of us grew to be good men.
- Ernest Jack Sharpe

White Cloud Eagle,
October 27, 1966
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Estimated Crowd of 2700
pass Thru Grant, Gateway to Newaygo
Colors Tour
Estimates made from a check of cars entering
Autumn Colors tour gateways-at Grant and
Fremont last Sunday indicate that approximately five thousand vehicles were on some
portion of the route during the day. The
count at station here, maintained by the WPA
recreational organization, was reported at
2,700 between the hours of 10:00 a.m. and
4:00 p.m. Weather conditions were again
nearly perfect.
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Jack Frost had used a salt shaker to put it on.
Sassafras and sumac, which furnished so
much of the early color, can be said to be at
the final stage.
J.W. Ferguson, county WPA recreational director, has announced that beginning
Wednesday, the booths maintained by his organization at Fremont, Grant, and Newaygo,
will be manned daily and that color tour folders and information for visitor will be available as long as the tour lasts.
(WPA - Works Project Administration)

General opinion, locally, is that in spite of the
spectacular colors in evidence on practically
all portions of the route, there is much still to
come and that visitors making the tour within
the next two weeks will be well rewarded by
the views from the various scenic points.
Comments made last week on the still green
condition of the oaks generally hold good for
this week, although it is possible to note
changes almost daily and while maples are
shedding their leaves, others may be found
still green or mottled with scarlet as through

During the past ten years some of the
largest and best drains in Newaygo County have been built including such projects
as the Rogue River drain, eight miles long;
Has Made splendid Record
New Wheeler drain, 10 miles; Beaver
During Ten Years in Office drain, seven and one-half miles; Kosten
drain, five and one-half miles; Black
Ten years ago this summer Orley A.
Creek, six miles.
Rhodes of Ashland township entered politics by running for the office of drain com- Not an appeal has ever been made of the
missioner of this county. Following his many assessments Mr. Rhodes has made
decade in office, he again seeks the nomi- during the time he has held this office,
nation on the Republican ticket, upon the which evidences his fairness and imparstrength of his economical and active tiality in apportioning taxes.
business administration.
We are in- He has ample education to care for his
formed that Mr. Rhodes has brought the records as is shown by the fact that he can
office out of chaos to where it is now a at a moment’s notice show any record one
model for accuracy, and because of his desires. The records in the office of the
good work in office has easily won his county treasurer will show that he has
elections one after another.
saved this county $1,600 by his

ORLEY RHODES
RUNNING AGAIN

bookkeeping, as was shown when the
county adopted the uniform accounting
system.
Mr. Rhodes has the distinction of being
the oldest enlisted man to enter the service of his country from Newaygo County
during the war. He is now 38 years of age.
Appointing a deputy in his place while in
the service, he returned after being honorably discharged, and the day following
his return was on the job as drain commissioner.
In fraternal circles, Mr. Rhodes is a
member of the I.O.O.F., and is commander
of Grant Post 261 American Legion, and is
vice president of the Michigan Association
of County Drain Commissioners.
- Newaygo Republican, September 7, 1922
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STAFF

Roxanne Bassett
Executive Director
Patricia Taylor
Administrative Assistant
Luanne Nelson
Education Coordinator
Kathy Teverbaugh
Education Assistant
Diane Rhoads
Collections Manager
Shawna Smith
Collections Assistant
Toni Rumsey
Researcher/Archivist
Joan Wise
Assistant Researcher/Archivist
TRUSTEES

President
Mark Miller
Attorney - Miller Shepherd Law
Vice President
Stephanie Zinn
Marketing - Spectrum Gerber Memorial
Treasurer
Dave Dougan
Retired Educator/Real Estate Sales
Secretary
Lynne Robinson
Retired Educator, Grant Public Schools
Past President
James Rynberg
Mayor of Fremont
Rich Blachford
Consultant - Retired City Manager , Newaygo
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2016
Artifact Preservation Honor Roll
Bayleaf Used and Rare Books - Gabe Konrad
Countryview Auction and Resale - Terry Harrison
Osborne Gunsmithing - Rob Osborne
Ryan’s Card & Coin - Tim Steele
The Toy Guy - Norm Strickler
This Old House Antiques & Resale - Donna Friar
David Huisjen
Gerber Federal Credit Union
Spectrum Health Gerber Memorial Hospital
Rau Electric
Oosting, Burt & Associates, LLP
Norm & Alicia Pedelty
E & M Design Solutions
Baars Pharmacy
The Rudert Agency, LTD, Insurance
Mike Saum State Farm Insurance
Newaygo Insurance Agency, Inc.
River Valley Storage Co., LLC
Quality Tree Service of West Michigan
Thank you for supporting the care and preservation of the
13,000 artifacts held in trust for the people of Newaygo County.

Dennis Caplis
Retired - Director, Newaygo District Library
Todd DeKryger, PhD
Agricultural Development Director, Nestle Nutrition
Marilyn Dreyer
Senior Home Care
Ed Fedell
Mayor of Newaygo
Ned Hughes
Retired, CEO Gerber Memorial Hospital
Joe Maile
Retired, U.S. Postal Service
Kit Powell, CFE, MSA
Oosting, Burt, & Associate, LLP
Gene Reid
Artist/Purple Heart Vietnam Veteran
Rick Sharp
Retired, Machinist/White Cloud Fire Chief

Northern Newaygo County
Invitation to Exhibit
In fulfillment of our mission, we are seeking to collect, preserve, and share
the history of our northern townships; Troy, Lilley, Home, Barton, Beaver,
Merrill, Monroe, and Norwich. You are invited to assist in the creation of
exhibits which tell the history of Northern Newaygo County.
Thank you to the community of Hawkins for the hospitality and the materials which helped us to create this season’s Hawkins exhibit case
We look forward to hearing from you!
Please email: museum@newaygocountyhistory.org
Or call: 231-652-2892
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Happy Autumn!
Newaygo County is geographically the largest county in the lower peninsula which
can make gathering the history of the whole county quite a challenge! The bad
news is, if an area is not represented in our historical collections, we will not have
the materials we need to showcase the history of that area. The good news is,
you can help us! We invite anyone with history in the northern part of the county
to help provide materials for exhibits about Northern Newaygo County.
New Book Project - Our Local History Committee is now receiving submissions
for our newest book, Newaygo County History and Biographies, Volume 2.
Find information at: newaygocountyhistory.org/research-room/book-project
Jane Bode-Fowler, Joyce Carpenter, Dorothy
Besemer, and Vivian Sorden working the Labor Day bake sale in Brooks Park.

Cold Cider at Keith’s
Keith Moore at Farm Fresh Market,
Grant, has been proudly giving samples of ice cold cider to all who stop
in. He has what is believed to be the
only large refrigerated cider tank in
Western Michigan. The tank holds
over a barrel of cider at a time and the
cider is kept at a cold temperature just
right for drinking.
Keith saw just such a tank last year
and decided it would be an added convenience for his customers. Few customers refuse the sample while waiting for their jugs to fill.
- Grant Herald Independent,
Oct 14, 1965

Chairs: Our beautiful, comfortable, and lightweight new stacking chairs have
arrived just in time for fall field trips. Thank you to each one of you who helped us
to achieve this goal!
Christmas Walk: If you didn’t make it to the Museum and Heritage Center this
season, remember that we will be open from Noon until 9:00 pm for the Christmas Walk in downtown Newaygo, on Friday, December 2. Don’t miss it!
Resources: We all know what it means to have limited resources, be it space,
time, or money, and that is why we continually monitor our activities to be certain
each resource is fully utilized to increase our capacity to fulfill our mission.
Thank you: Our Volunteers and Staff are amazing! Just look at what they accomplish each year. The constant improvements you see are evidence of their dedication to the success of our mission. Thank you to all of you!
$7,500 Matching Grant: It’s that time of year again. Soon we will be sending out
our annual appeal letters asking you to support our mission’s operational costs by
helping us to reach our goal of $12,000 by December 31. This will assure that we
receive our $7,500 matching grant from the Fremont Area Community Foundation. If you’ve had a good year, please consider making an extra generous gift this
season.
As always, we thank you for your support!
Roxanne

Yes, I/we want to support the mission of the Newaygo County Museum and Heritage Center:
To collect, preserve, and share Newaygo County history.
Enclosed is my/our gift of: ____ $50 ___$100

___ $500 ___ $1,000 Other: ________

Ck# ______________

Name(s): ______________________________________________________________________ _____________________________________________________________
Address: ___________________________________________________________________________ City: ____________________________ Zip:____________________
Phone: ________________________________________________________________ Email: _________________________________________________________________

Please mail by December 31, 2016 to: NCMHC P.O. Box 361, Newaygo, MI - Donate online at: newaygocountyhistory.org

Thank you for your support!

P.O. Box 361
Newaygo, MI 49337

Newaygo County Museum and Heritage Center
- NEW BOOK PROJECTSubmit your family history for publication in
Newaygo County History & Biographies - Volume 2
newaygocountyhistory.org/research-room/book-project
231-652-5003

12 Quarterline Road, Newaygo, MI 49337

